
Mr. Barge’s Instructional Tip of the Week! – Meaningful MC   

At some point in our nation’s history, the conversation surrounding education seemed to have 

gone from “What did you learn?” to “What did you get?” There is no doubt that exams have a 

place in education. However, as educators we sometimes need to look beyond the red number 

on the top of the exam to determine what, and if, students are learning. I am sure most of us 

examine the obvious line analysis data to reflect on our practice and plan accordingly. For 

example, if more than half of the students are getting a particular multiple choice question 

wrong, then perhaps we should examine what it is that our students don’t understand, reflect 

on how it was taught, and determine if, and how, it needs to be retaught. Also, if a significant 

number of students in the class fail an exam/assessment, then it is important that we really ask 

ourselves “why?” It’s easy for us to simply say, “They didn’t study so of course they failed.” But we know that it can go 

well beyond just knowing that we covered the material and why ongoing daily assessment is so important in our lesson 

planning.     

Multiple choice is a reality in the world of education. Regents, ACTs, SATs, etc. all have multiple choice questions. But 

how do we know if the students are guessing on some of those answers? This year I’m exploring ways to assess student 

learning through multiple choice that goes beyond students’ one letter answers. For example, I have students answer 

the Regents style multiple choice question(s) and then have them explain why they chose that answer (see sample 

assessment below and sample student responses on the next page). Looking beyond the grades of the exam, the 

explanations that the class provided for their multiple choice answers helped me to realize that I had to clear up some 

misconceptions that they had. It also provided me with some invaluable information to show their understanding of the 

topic/unit. Keep in mind that using this technique is just one method of making assessments more meaningful, and 

purposeful, in your instruction. Please continue your efforts to make purposeful assessments part of your instruction. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sample assessment:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… because at Edward R. Murrow High School, we CARE about our students! 



 

Samples of student exams:  

 

 

 

Student below decided to explain why the 

other answers were incorrect.  


