Preparing all s/

“caeg Mr. Barge’s Instructional Tip of the Week! — Meaningful MC

/ Careel
/Ll At some point in our nation’s history, the conversation surrounding education seemed to have
vy gone from “What did you learn?” to “What did you get?” There is no doubt that exams have a
" place in education. However, as educators we sometimes need to look beyond the red number
on the top of the exam to determine what, and if, students are learning. | am sure most of us
examine the obvious line analysis data to reflect on our practice and plan accordingly. For
example, if more than half of the students are getting a particular multiple choice question
wrong, then perhaps we should examine what it is that our students don’t understand, reflect
on how it was taught, and determine if, and how, it needs to be retaught. Also, if a significant
number of students in the class fail an exam/assessment, then it is important that we really ask
ourselves “why?” It’s easy for us to simply say, “They didn’t study so of course they failed.” But we know that it can go
well beyond just knowing that we covered the material and why ongoing daily assessment is so important in our lesson
planning.

Multiple choice is a reality in the world of education. Regents, ACTs, SATs, etc. all have multiple choice questions. But
how do we know if the students are guessing on some of those answers? This year I’'m exploring ways to assess student
learning through multiple choice that goes beyond students’ one letter answers. For example, | have students answer
the Regents style multiple choice question(s) and then have them explain why they chose that answer (see sample
assessment below and sample student responses on the next page). Looking beyond the grades of the exam, the
explanations that the class provided for their multiple choice answers helped me to realize that | had to clear up some
misconceptions that they had. It also provided me with some invaluable information to show their understanding of the
topic/unit. Keep in mind that using this technique is just one method of making assessments more meaningful, and
purposeful, in your instruction. Please continue your efforts to make purposeful assessments part of your instruction.

Sample assessment:

World War | Assessment . What was the major reason for the United States entry into
WiN?

(1) Cwwerthrow the czarist government of Russia,

Name: (2) Tokeep Lafin Amenca from being attacked by
Germany.

(3) To mantain freedom of the seas

Directions: Below you will find a political cartoon. In the writing section provided, please explain the meaning of the cartoon as well as (4) To break up the colonial empires of the Allies

the caroonist’s purpase,

. What was President Woodrow Wilson's stated palicy toward
the warring nations of Europe prior to US entry into WWNI?
(1) Meutrality
() Intemationalism
(3 Containment
(4) Dollar diplomacy

Which event most influenced President Wikzon's decision to

enter WINI?

[1) Defeat of Russia by Germany

(2) Assassination of Archduke Eerdinad

(3 Raids by Mescco on the southwestem United States.

(4) Renewsl of unrestricted submarine warfase by
Gemany.

. The “clear and present danger” principle stated by the
Supreme Courtin Schenck, v. United States (1919) had the

effect of
{1} prohibiting the president from implementing a milltary
draft

|2) preventing the wariime intemment of cifizens
(3) restricting the formation of defense alliances
{4) limiting freedom of speech during wartime

. Durng World War |, what was President Woodrow Wilson's
purpese in outlining the Fourteen Points?

(1) aslong Congress for addificnal funding for the war effort
(2) suggesting a peace plan to prevent futurs wars

(3) proposing war crimes trials for leaders of enemy naticns
(4) calling for military alliances against aggresser nations

Part B: You will find & seres of multiple choice questions. Please answer each question by circling the comrect respanse. In the right
column, explain why you chose that answer. Be sure to tharoughly explain
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Samples of student exams:
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Base your answer on the quolation below and on your
knowiedge of sacial studies.

"I glject in the strongest passible way to having the United
Statas agres, directly or indirectly, to be controlled by a lsague
[of nations) which may at any time . . ., be drawn in to deal wilh
interal conflicts in ether countries. . . . We should never allow
the United Stales to be involved in any intenal conflict in
anofher country. "
— Senator Henry Cabot Lodge
7. Senator Lodge was expressing support for a foreign policy of

(1) Containment

(2} Interventionism

A3) Isolationism
4 Imperialism
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