
Mr. Barge’s Instructional Tip of the Week! – Homework   

I’ve found that nothing seems to take the energy out of the room like the announcement, “OK, 

your HW for tonight is ….” This generally results in the proverbial “ugh!” in the classroom. 

Often times, students see homework as “useless,” “busy work” or “punitive.” However, it 

doesn’t have to be. Make homework meaningful in the classroom by establishing a real 

purpose for it. In my class, I use unit packets. This allows me the flexibility to monitor student 

progress, develop assignments that address the needs of the students, and establishes 

homework as an instructional support in the classroom. There are times when I assign HW to 

prepare for the next day’s lesson but there will also be times that I assign HW after the lesson 

to reinforce previously taught material. Regardless, I always try to ensure that the assignment 

helps develop students’ skills (reading comprehension, writing, critical thinking, etc.) as well as make it relevant to the 

coursework. Having the students use their HW assignments in class shows relevance and improves students’ work 

habits. It also reinforces the importance of being prepared for class. Keep in mind that using a unit HW packet is just one 

method of making HW meaningful, and purposeful, in your instruction. Please continue your efforts to make meaningful 

homework part of your classroom routine.  
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Students receive a packet for each unit. They 

bring the packets with them to class and we 

use their assignments, as well as the 

documents, for various lessons throughout the 

unit. Once the packets are collected, and 

graded, students will receive the packets back 

and can use them to review for a class or 

Regents exam as well as monitor their own 

progress.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… because at Edward R. Murrow High School, we CARE about our students! 

 

Cover sheet for my unit 

packet on World War I.  

 



Some samples of student work from the HW Packet.   


